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Early Childhood 

Prekindergarten and Kindergarten 

By Jaimie Smith 

 
professional   learning 

/prƏ ‘fesh  nel/ /lur  ning/ 
Planned and organized processes that actively engage 
educators in cycles of continuous improvement guided by 
the use of data and active inquiry around authentic 
problems and instructional or leadership practices. 
 
Pre-K and Kindergarten have professional learning 
planned this summer that includes content, technology, 
and special services. 
 
For Pre-K, I will be presenting a session on the Pre-K 
Guidelines. It will be on July 22

nd
 from 8:30-11:30 at 

Birdville HS. The Richland Cluster did a self-study on this 
during the January professional learning day. The session 
will allow you to exchange ideas with other Pre-K  
 
 

Bilingual/Dual/ESL 

By Karen Lopez 
 

Don’t forget to “Like” us on Facebook for helpful links, 
information, news you can use, and scheduled event 
invites!  You don’t want to miss out. Just click here! 
https://www.facebook.com/DualLanguageandESLBirdville 

 

Science 

By Brenda Swirczynski 

Happy Spring and congratulations on a great year! Looking 
for something new to keep your students’ focus as we wind 
down the year? Why not try a new technology piece with your 
next science lesson? Don’t be intimidated to try that new 
something!  The process of incorporating something new and 
innovative with your class, even with mistakes, will move both 
you and your students forward. Below are 5 ideas from super 
easy to more advanced that might get you started: 
 
* Science & Technology: Super Easy to Implement: 
STEMscopes Web Surfing Science  
Wish there was a pre-made lesson that had websites AND 
student tasks already designed for each of your Standards? 
Well, it’s been there all along in STEMscopes. Just go to your 
grade level Scope and click on the Standard you are 
teaching. On the left hand side under “Elaborate” you will find 
Web Surfing Science. It has a PDF for your students to 
answer questions and complete tasks based on the websites 
that are ready to click. For first steps, try modeling a Web 
Surfing Science as a whole class, then let your students work 
on another Standard with a partner.  
https://birdvilleisd.stemscopes.com/login 
Registration for summer training for the new STEMscopes 2.0 
science adoption is now open in Eduphoria  Workshop for a 
half-day session July 15-17.Register early as these will fill 
fast! 

 
* Science & Technology: Super Easy to Implement: iPad 
camera, collage app (optional) 
1. Have student/pairs of students take a ‘photo field trip’ to the 

playground and school campus. 
2. Each student/pair should take one picture of a living thing 

and one picture of a non-living thing (or any other 
comparison topic, steps in a cycle) 

3. Have students each find a partner/pair whose first picture is 
in the same category. Each person in the pair takes a turn 
to explain why their picture is a living thing (or non-living 
thing). 

4. Repeat the process with the second picture. 
Extension: Use a photo collage app (such as Collage.com 
app) to create a poster of students’ pictures of living and 
non-living things. Place the posters in the room to remind 
students of their field trip experience and reinforce the 

concept. 
* Science & Technology: A Little More Advanced: QR Codes 

These codes can be used in many different ways in the 
classroom. The simplest way to think of it is as a graphic 

continued on page 4 

continued on page 3 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=aKVrvRtkQkhbNM&tbnid=bTYWux03L0dI_M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://culpepertoday.com/upcoming-school-division-events-friday-october-5-2013-october-31-2013-2/&ei=4qTVUqHiCsbbyQGH_IGYBg&bvm=bv.59378465,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNH6q5DWEAQf73HqU2OSBHIx4RZlCg&ust=1389819343302887
https://www.facebook.com/DualLanguageandESLBirdville
https://birdvilleisd.stemscopes.com/login
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ELAR 

By Debbie Jones 

Happy spring!  
As summer fast approaches, we want to begin thinking 
about the reading behaviors of our students and what will 
happen over the time that they are away from 
school.  Check out the following article regarding summer 
reading: 

 
Experts agree that children who read during the summer 
gain reading skills, while those who do not often slide 
backward. According to the authors of a report from the 
National Summer Learning Association: "A conservative 
estimate of lost instructional time is approximately two 
months or roughly 22 percent of the school year.... It's 
common for teachers to spend at least a month re-
teaching material that students have forgotten over the 
summer. That month of re-teaching eliminates a month 
that could have been spent on teaching new information 
and skills." 
  

 

 

 

MATH 

By Mary Valamides 

July 15-17 and July 24 we will be offering trainings on our 
new textbook Texas Go Math!  These trainings will 
provide an overview of the resources that will be 
available with Texas Go Math!  Register in Eduphoria 
Workshop and come to the training to learn about the 
teacher management system, the RTI  
component, resources and all that this  
textbook has to offer.  

 
In the meantime, you can get a 120 day  
preview to Texas Go Math!  The preview  
does not give you access to everything you will learn 
about at the training, but you will be able to preview the 
new textbook and some of the resources that are 
available.  Just follow the directions below. 

 
1. Go to www-k6.thinkcentral.com 
2. Click on Evaluators Click Here, then click Register 
3. Enter the access word: GOTEXASMATH 
4. Complete the requested information and click the 

checkbox next to Register 
5. Click Terms of Use and Privacy Policy 
6. Click Login 
7. Click Resources to get started 

In Eduphoria Forethought, you will notice that lessons 
have been added from our new resource for the 6th Six 
Weeks.  Please contact me at 817-547-5810 or your 
coach if you have any questions on how to access 
these lessons. 

Also, join us for the new TEKS Training on July 28 and 
July 29.  Register in Eduphoria Workshop. 

continued on page 4 

Social Studies 

By April Chiarelli 

 
Hi everyone! First off, let me say how proud I am of all that 
has happened this past year.  As we close the 2013-2014 
school year, it is important that we stop to appreciate all 
that we have accomplished.  I have to say that for me, the 
greatest joy has been the ability to work with so many of 
you through campus visits or emails. I know the work 
ahead is tough, and I want you to know that your 
persistence and passion for our students in BISD makes 
all the difference. Thank you for all you do each and every 
day! 
I also want to let you all know about some exciting Social 
Studies trainings that are happening this summer: 

 Maps 101 Webinar – June 18
th
, July 16

th
, and 

August 6
th
 – Please join us for this one hour 

informative webinar from the comfort of your 
own home. 

 Writing Across the Content with Norma 
Jackson for grades 3-5 – July 31

st
 – Join us 

for a 3 hour session to learn effective ways to 
write in other content areas. 

  Literacy Strategies for Social Studies – July 
24

th
 – Join us for this in person 3 hour course 

or choose to take this as an e-course. 
Attendees will explore how ELAR and Social 
Studies process skills can be used to 
integrate the curriculum. 

 Social Studies: Planning for Learning – July 
23

rd
 – Join us in person or choose to take this 

as an e-course. In this 2 hour session, you 
will review how to use the curriculum 
documents attached on Eduphoria with our 
backwards planning philosophy. 

 Bringing Social Studies to Life in BISD for 5
th
 

grade - July 21
st
 and 22

nd
 – In this two day 

course, the attendee will learn how to use 
History Alive! District resources and 
participate in activities that are included as 
part of the History Alive! Curriculum. 

Now for those of you who are looking for some good 
summer reading, here is a list of literary nonfiction books 
that also align to your Social Studies content.  Remember, 
literary non-fiction is non-fiction that tells facts, but uses 
techniques of fiction such as character building, dialogue, 
and atmosphere. It’s concerned not only with the content 
and truth of what it communicates (as in academic writing), 
but with how it is crafted. Literary Nonfiction is concerned 
with form, rhythm, flow, etc.  These would be great books 
for your to use as read alouds or supplements to the social 
studies textbooks. Enjoy! 
 

The Last 
Brother 
A Civil War 
Tale 

Trinka Hakes 
Noble 

5- story about two bugle boys on 
opposing sides of the war 

 

continued on page 3 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=_87uHfj_AKvohM&tbnid=zTvt7FvTl-Pt5M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.kensingtonpubliclibrary.org/just-for-kids/&ei=LsQgUoOqLuTV2QXRsIGoCA&bvm=bv.51495398,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNGB2uAEXu5RH2ryRhfvgAEeK5oisQ&ust=1377965429585252
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The Scarlet Stocking Spy 
An American Revolution 
Tale 

Trinka Hakes 
Noble 

5- story about a 
brother and sister 
during the American 
Revolution 

Crankee Doodle Tom 
Angleberger 

K, 1, 2 – funny story 
about the classic 
Yankee Doodle; 
symbols 

War Dogs Kathryn Selbert 5 -Winston Churchill; 
WWII; primary 
quotes 

Those Rebels, John & Tom Barbara Kerley 3 – Founding 
Fathers, Constitution, 
comparisons 

Whose Is It? SERIES various K, 1 – GREAT books 
community helpers, 
and inferencing ( 
Figure 19) 

Nelson Mandela Kadir Nelson 3 – great illustrations 
and comparisons to 
civil rights in USA 

The Camping Trip that 
Changed America 

Barb 
Rosenstock 

2 – Story of 
Theodore 
Roosevelt and John 
Muir and National 
Parks 

Here Come the Girl Scouts Shana Corey 3 – Story of Juliet 
Gordon Low and 
Girl Scouts – 
GREAT book 

Sky High Marissa Moss 2 – True story of a 
WWII WASP 

Looking at Lincoln Maira Kalman 1 – Child’s view of 
Abe Lincoln – great 
literary non-fiction 

Helen’s Big World Doreen 
Rappaport 

3 – GREAT book 
on Helen Keller 

Eleanor, Quiet No More Doreen 
Rappaport 

1 – Quotes, 
Pictures, beautiful 
book 

Lady Liberty, A Biography Doreen 
Rappaport 

K, 1, 2 – Story of 
Statue of Liberty 

Martin’s Big Words Doreen 
Rappaport 

1, 3 – Quotes of Dr. 
King 

Abe’s Honest Words Doreen 
Rappaport 

1 ,5 – Quotes of 
Abe Lincoln 

Jack’s Path of 
Courage:  The Life of JFK 

Doreen 
Rappaport 

5 - JFK 

How to Get Rich on  a 
Texas Cattle Drive 

Todd Olson 
(Nat. 
Geographic) 

4 – great books 
with various texts 

How to Get Rich on the 
Oregon Trail 

Todd Olson 5- great books with 
various texts 

How to Get Rich in the Todd Olson 5- great books with 

Social Studies continued from page 2 

that when scanned, directs the student to a website or it 
can even show text that you’ve written.  
Download a free QR reader (from the app store) yourself 
and see what the codes to the right have to say! Below is 
a website that allows you to create codes and a quick 
overview of how to use them in your classroom:

  
https://www.the-qrcode-generator.com/ 
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/using-qr-codes-in-classroom-
monica-burns 
 

* Science & Technology: A Little More Advanced: Time 
Lapse Videos 
These apps use the camera on your iPad to take pictures 
over time and put them into a video. Students can view the 
video and discuss observations, inferences or even create 
a Headline to summarize what happened. Some ideas to 
record over time include: 

 
-movement of classroom animals over time  
-seedlings growing 
-weather changes  
-shadow changes 
-effects of erosion by pouring a small stream of water on 
sand or dirt 
-melting ice cube 
-water evaporation in a clear cup 
-water cycle baggies (click here for an example of these 
bags)                                        
Try these time lapse apps: GorillaCamPro or Time Lapse 
HD 
 
*Science & Technology: Don’t Forget You Have These On 
Campus: SmartScopes 
These handheld digital microscopes are easy enough for 
Pre-K and powerful enough to engage older students. 
Your campus has 6 scopes compatible with Windows 
laptops and classroom computers and 5 iGo scopes to use 
wirelessly with iPads. Talk with your Science Resource 
Manager or contact your Instructional Technologist for 
information about how easy and amazing these tools are! 

Your students will  love using them!  
 

Science continued from page 1 

continued on page 4 

https://www.the-qrcode-generator.com/
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/using-qr-codes-in-classroom-monica-burns
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/using-qr-codes-in-classroom-monica-burns
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teachers in our district. This is not the only professional 
learning applicable for Pre-K. Look through the Summer PL 
Course Catalog. 
 
The Kindergarten Conference will be held June 16-18. All 
Kindergarten and PDS teachers are invited to attend Day. 
You will earn G/T credit. Day 2 and 3 are for 2 teachers per 
campus and PDS teachers.  
 
I will also be leading a session for Kindergarten Guided 
Reading. Those in attendance will receive a copy of The 
Next Steps in Guided Reading by Jan Richardson if you did 
not receive one on April 12

th
. This is a repeat of the April 

12
th
 session; however, we did not get through the entire 

presentation because of the shortened day. Please feel free 
to attend again. 
 
Have a safe and relaxing summer! 

Science continued from page 2 

Early Childhood continued from page 2 

What Can Families Do to Keep Children Reading During 
the Summer? 
 

As children's first and most important teachers, families 
have a major role to play in motivating children to read 
during the summer months. There are many strategies 
families might employ to encourage summertime reading: 

Combine activities with books. 
Summer leaves lots of time for kids to enjoy fun activities, 
such as going to the park, seeing a movie, or going to the 
beach. Why not also encourage them to read a book about 
the activity? If you're going to a baseball game, suggest that 
your child read a book about a favorite player beforehand. 
In the car or over a hot dog, you'll have lots of time to talk 
about the book and the game. 

Visit the library. 
If your child doesn't have a library card, summer is a great 
time to sign up for one. In addition to a wide selection of 
books to borrow, many libraries have fun, child-friendly 
summer reading programs. 

Lead by example. 
Read the newspaper at breakfast, pick up a magazine at 
the doctor's office, and stuff a paperback in your beach bag. 
If kids see the adults around them reading often, they will 
understand that literature can be a fun and important part of 
their summer days. 

Talk it up. 
Talking with your kids about what you have read also lets 
them know that reading is an important part of your life. Tell 
them why you liked a book, what you learned from it, or how 
it helped you—soon they might start doing the same. 

Help kids find time to read. 
Summer camp, music lessons, baseball games, and videos 
are all fun things kids like to do during the summer. 
However, by the end of the day, children may be too tired to 
pick up a book. When planning summer activities with 
children, remember to leave some time in their schedules 
for reading. Some convenient times may be before bedtime 
or over breakfast. 

Relax the rules for summer. 
During the school year, children have busy schedules and 
often have required reading for classes. Summer is a time 
when children can read what, when, and how they please. 
Don't set daily minute requirements or determine the 
number of pages they should read. Instead, make sure they 
pick up books for fun and help find ways for them to choose 
to read on their own. You may even want to make bedtime 
a little bit later if you find that your child can't put down a 
book. 

Have plenty of reading material around. 
Storybooks aren't the only thing that kids can read for fun. 
Be sure to have newspapers, magazines, and informational 
material on hand that might spark the interest of a young 
reader.  

 

How to Get Rich on the 
Oregon Trail 

Todd Olson 5- great books with 
various texts 

How to Get Rich in the 
California Gold Rush 

Todd Olson 5- great books with 
various texts 

Talkin’ About Bessie Nikki Grimes 4 – Bessie 
Coleman  - Aviator 

Moses Carole 
Weatherford 

3 – Harriet Tubman 

A Picture Book of Sam 
Houston 

Adler 1, 4 

What to Do about Alice? Barbara 
Kerley 

2, 3 – Alice 
Roosevelt Great 
literary non fiction 

Mermaid Queen:  The 
Spectacular True Story of 
Annette Kellerman 

Shana Corey All – Great Literary 
Nonfiction 

You Forgot your Skirt, 
Amelia Bloomer 

Shana Corey Great Literary 
Nonfiction  - 
Womens Rights 

One World, One Day Barbara 
Kerley 

K, 1 – Life around 
the world – great 
comparisons and 
photos 

The Extraordinary Mark 
Twain 

Barbara 
Kerley 

Biography told by 
his daughter. 

Now and Ben Gene Baretta 1,3 – inventions of 
Ben Franklin 

Timeless Thomas Gene Baretta 1 – Thomas Edison 

Celebritrees:  Historic and 
Famous Trees of the World 

Margi Presus All – famous trees 
from around the 
world 

 

 

Social Studies continued from page 3 ELAR continued from page 2 

continued on page 5 

Early Childhood continued from page 1 

http://www.rif.org/us/literacy-resources/activities.htm
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Use books to break the boredom. 
Without the regular school regimen, adults and kids need 
more activities to fill the hours. Books that teach kids how to 
make or do something are a great way to get kids reading 
and keep them occupied. Don't forget to take your kids' 
favorite reading series along on long road trips. 

Read aloud with kids. 
Take your children to see a local storyteller or be one 
yourself. The summer months leave extra time for 
enthusiastic read-alouds with children, no matter what their 
age. Don't forget to improvise different voices or wear a silly 
hat to make the story that much more interesting! 
 

Barnes and Noble Summer Reading List and Opportunities: 
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/u/summer-
reading/379003570/ 

http://img1.imagesbn.com/pimages/kids/summerreading/2014
/BNSummerReadingTearPads.pdf 

North Richland Hills-Summer Reading Programs: 
http://www.library.nrhtx.com/index.aspx?NID=109 

I hope that you, too, will keep  
the learning lantern lit!    
 

Great professional books to read for the summer:  
 

Teaching with Intention-Defining Beliefs, Aligning Practice 
and Taking Action by Debbie Miller 
Reading and Writing Genre with Purpose in K-8 Classrooms- 
by N.Dukes, S. Caughlan, M. Juzwik, and N. Martin 
The Literacy Teacher’s Playbook-Grades K-2 
The Literacy Teacher’s Playbook-Grades 3-6 by Jennifer 
Serravallo  
 

Other professional learning opportunities in BISD this 
summer:   
Literacy Academies-Grades K-5 
Implementing Guided Reading Using Work Stations with 
Debbie Diller Grades 3, Grades 4-5 
About the Authors-Book Study With Dorothy Whitehead 
Grades K-3 
Using the Rubric to Plan for Writing Instruction (part 2) With 
Norma Jackson  Grades K-2, Grades 3-5 
Writing Rubric Workshop with Norma Jackson (part 1)-
ECOURSE  Grades K-2, Grades 3-5 
Leveled literacy Intervention with Mary Potts   Grades 1-2, 
Grades 3-4 
How to Take A Running Record   Grades K-5 
How to Give A DRA2, Grades K-5 
SIPPS Program Training Grades K-5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

N A M E S  AND  N U M B E R S 

 

DIRECTOR OF INSTRUCTION 

Donna Solley   817.547.5808 

 

ADVANCED ACADEMIC COORDINATOR 

Tracey Besgrove   817.547.5818 

 

BILINGUAL/DUAL/ESL COORDINATOR 

Karen Lopez   817.547.5892 

 

EARLY CHILDHOOD COORDINATOR 

Jaimie Smith   817.547.5730 

 

ELEMENTARY ELAR COORDINATOR 

Debbie Jones   817.547.5680 

 

ELEMENTARY READING SPECIALIST 

Jennifer Miller   817.547.5871 

 

ELEMENTARY MATH COORDINATOR 

Mary Valamides   817.547.5810 

 

ELEMENTARY SCIENCE COORDINATOR 

Brenda Swirczynski   817.547.5812 

 

ELEMENTARY SOCIAL STUDIES COORDINATOR 

April Chiarelli   817.547.5805 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

AIMS Web/Istation    May 1-16 

 

CBAs 

Grades 2-5      May 19-30 

 

STAAR Retest 

Grade 5 Math      May 13 

 

STAAR Retest 

Grade 5 Reading      May 14 

 

Last Day of School      June 3 

 

Teacher Workday      June 4 

 

Campus Professional Learning   June 5 

 
 

For comments and/or questions contact 
Jaimie Smith at 

jaimie.smith@birdvilleschool.net 
or extension 5730 

ELAR continued from page 4 

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/u/summer-reading/379003570/
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/u/summer-reading/379003570/
http://img1.imagesbn.com/pimages/kids/summerreading/2014/BNSummerReadingTearPads.pdf
http://img1.imagesbn.com/pimages/kids/summerreading/2014/BNSummerReadingTearPads.pdf
http://www.library.nrhtx.com/index.aspx?NID=109
mailto:jaimie.smith@birdvilleschool.net

