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th 
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*If you are absent on the day of a class discussion, you may still earn participation points by answering the discussion questions 
in written form. All questions must be answered completely. They are due the day you return to class.  

 

Chapter 5 Discussion Questions________________________________ 
 

1. What was the relationship between England's internal political problems and the loss of 
its colonial empire in America? Why did the American colonies move from loyalty to 
protest to rebellion in the twelve years following the end of the French and Indian War? 
 

2. Describe the American perception of the idea of parliamentary sovereignty. How and 
why did the Americans and the British differ in their views of taxation and of the 
relationship of the colonies to the empire?  

 
3. Trace the development of the Anglo-American conflict. What methods did the colonists 

in their struggle with British authorities, and how did the British try to counteract them? 
 
4. Compare British and American strategies for fighting the American Revolutionary War. 

What advantages and disadvantages did the American rebels and the British each 
possess as the war began? What did each side do to mobilize its resources most 
effectively?  

 
5. What role did the Loyalists play during the War, and what happened to them afterward? 
 
6. Why was the Battle of Saratoga such a key to American success in the War? 
 
7. What were the causes and consequences of the American Declaration of Independence 

in 1776?  
 
8. Why did Americans choose not only to break from Britain, but to adopt a republican 

form of government in 1776? What republican ideas did they share, and what did they 
disagree about?  

 
9. Given the history of the colonies' founding and British "benign neglect" until the period 

just before the Revolution, was the American Revolution inevitable? Or could the 
thirteen colonies have remained peacefully attached to Britain for many years, as Canada 
did? What role did France play in winning America's independence?  

 


